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India 2016

The team members represented 
churches stretching from Tully in far 
north Queensland, through the ACT and 
Victoria, all the way to Adelaide.

Throughout this particular trip India was 
being heavily affected by a currency 
crisis. In order to stop counterfeiters, 
the government had withdrawn all large 
denomination notes, which made it 
extremely difficult to exchange money 
for not just our larger donations but 
even our day-to-day expenses.

The team arrived in Chennai and were 
transferred to a different hotel than 
the one we had booked (because the 
power was out) and we spent two 
nights there, getting used to the traffic, 
noise and pollution. Chennai is quite a 
modern city, which gave us opportunity 
to stock up on various requirements 
like clothes, musical instruments and 
SIM cards before boarding our bus to 
Pondicherry. As part of that journey we 
stopped to visit a remarkable temple 
which had been completely carved out 
of a single piece of rock. During our one 
day in Pondicherry we organised some 
printing for the planned first aid course, 
saw the sights and enjoyed some of the 
delightful French cuisine at the hotel.

From there we moved on to 
Sankarapuram, home to the Christ 
Special School for children with 
disabilities. We were there for five 

nights, doing such things as performing 
several launch ceremonies for the new 
physiotherapy and hearing centres at the 
school, unveiling plaques, and delivering 
the first aid course — but 
most of all spending time 
with the children. We sang 
songs, played games, 
gave gifts, talked as best 
we could, took (a LOT of) 
selfies and did activities 
with them. On the final day 
in Sankarapuram the team 
joined the children and staff 
on their picnic at a lovely 
lake around an hour’s bus 
ride away. We departed 
amongst many tears from 
all involved and continued 
to our next destination, 
Vellore.

Vellore is home to the 
Ida Scudder Memorial 
Hospital, and we were 
treated to a tour with the 
superintendent. We did 
more shopping and it was 
also Erin (or Errin, if you 
believe the spelling on 
the cake) Garrard’s 16th 
Birthday, a cake-infused 
celebration at the Surabi 
Hotel. The entire team enjoyed the 
festivities (even Kim Curry, who was 
absent from her husband on her wedding 

anniversary that same day).

After two nights in Vellore we 
boarded a train and continued 
to Tirupati. The porters at the 
train station there carried three 
suitcases at once... on their 

heads! We transferred from the train into 
our desert-rally-style buses and were 
taken to our accommodation at ‘DKM 
Campus’, a part of the various ministries 
run by Gali Gangaraju and his son David. 
In Tirupati we had opportunity to speak 
and minister to many people at various 
conferences, as well as performing 
some songs and dramas to children in 
a girls’ prison and a boys’ prison. David 
is well-known to the prison wardens 
for his humanitarian efforts with the 
children, and the team were able to 
purchase blankets for them from the 
Indian equivalent of Costco. We were 
privileged to be involved in the church 
services in Tirupati (featuring genuine 

wine from Cana, which Gali 
had procured on his recent 
trip to the Holy Land) and 
we also visited several 
villages in the surrounding 
area. After three nights 
there we bid fond farewell 
to our new friends and 
boarded the night train to 
Rajahmundry.

Boarding a public Indian 
train as a team of thirteen 
intrepid travellers is... tricky. 
Nobody seemed to know 
which seats we’d actually 
booked, and making sure 
everyone’s luggage was on 
board and within sight of 
where they were actually 
sitting (and later sleeping) 
was definitely a challenge. 
But after not much sleep 
we made it to Rajahmundry 
the next morning and were 
greeted by Samuel Babu 
Merupu and his wife Vijaya.

In our eight nights in 
Rajahmundry we spent 

most of our time at a conference 
facility which had been rented for 
our visit — doing medical clinics, a 
family seminar, pastor’s conference 
and of course lots of fun and games 
with the kids. The children had their 
Christmas party and concert on one of 
the evenings. It was quite a spectacle, 
particularly when we were plunged into 

In November and December a 
team of thirteen intrepid travellers 
spent several weeks in southern 
India, visiting the various 
ministries that relate to the 
BMi churches in Australia.
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darkness part-way through 
when the power went out!

Samuel has quite a network 
of local pastors and we 
were able to fellowship with 
most of them. Some of us 
had opportunity to visit a 
Christian television 
station which was 
run by one of those 
pastors. We also 
spent some time 
walking around the 
local villages, which 
was a wonderful 
opportunity to see 
up close the lifestyle of 
around 70 percent of India’s 
population. The people were 
from the lowest social castes 
and poor, yet they were 
incredibly hospitable and 
always had bright smiles for 
us.

The Indian 
government has 
been pushing for 
children to return to 
their home villages 
to be educated and 
housed. This has 
unfortunately led 
to the closure of the Naioth Children’s 
Home, and the buildings have been put 
on the market. The children have been 
sent back to their villages and the scope 
for schooling and ministry has decreased 
in one way... but opened up in another. 
There are three  villages where we 
are now running large tuition centres 
(before and after school tuition and care) 
under the banner of ‘Rural Family Care 
Centres’. These are very popular with 

the children and valuable 
to their parents and the 
school teachers.

Whilst we were unable 
to stay at the Naioth 
Children’s home like 
previous teams to India, 
we were honoured to 
participate in a twentieth 
anniversary celebration 
for previous students 
which was held at the 
children’s home. Samuel’s 
brother, Paul, has a similar 
children’s home on the 

outskirts of 
Rajahmundry 
which has 
fortunately been 
allowed to stay 
open. We paid 
them a visit and 
were grateful 
for the use of 

their bus while we were 
there.

On the final day in 
Rajahmundry we 
participated in a sod-
turning ceremony for a 
new centre being built in 
one of the villages. When 

complete this centre will be used as a 
base for ministry and education to serve 
several villages in the area.

A similar situation exists at Christ 
Special School in Sankarapuram, 
which has seen a significant drop in 
students due to changes in government 
legislation. But we have seen no less 
than twelve tuition centres opening 
in the surrounding villages, which are 
fantastic opportunities for the gospel as 

well as providing for the needs of poorer 
children.

These ministries in India all covet 
our prayers for what appear to be 
challenging times ahead, with a 
government which seems to be less 
favourable towards christians. In fact 
we have heard recent news that the 
Christian aid organisation Compassion 
has been forced to close their operations 
in India, as a result of the Indian 
government blocking external funding to 
their local program offices.

The day before we began our homeward 
journey back to Chennai, news surfaced 
that one of the popular political leaders 
had died. This meant that the public 
mourning ceremonies would potentially 
make travel to and from Chennai 
difficult, to the point that we called 
the travel agents and the insurance 
people to plan a different route back 
to Australia. Fortunately the situation 
seemed to resolve itself and in the end it 
was barely noticeable. Our final night in 
India was at the Park Hotel, which we’re 
pretty sure has the best buffet in India (if 
not the world).

This trip to India was a wonderful time 
of meeting many new friends of all 
ages and walks of life, experiencing a 
culture very different to our own, and 
most importantly sharing the love of 
Christ to a people surrounded by much 
superstition and idolatry. We encourage 
you to continue to pray for particularly 
Samuel as he embarks on a new 
chapter in the history of the ministry in 
Rajahmundry — and also for John and 
Jenny Barnes and the team at HOTRock 
Church in Gisborne, who carry significant 
responsibility for the various Indian 
projects.

John Garrard with Jenny Barnes


